ROBESPIERRE
 3084
 ROBIN
 
file_0.wmf


throughout the world as "Bobs." He received
his training at the Royal Military College at
Sandhurst and the college of the East India
Company at Addiscombe, India. For over
forty years he was connected with the Indian
army, rising to the position of commander-in-
chief in 1885. He frequently distinguished
himself for personal bravery, for skill in
transporting troops and equipment and for
brilliant tactics. In 1899 and 1900 he was
commander in chief in South Africa. For
his services in the South African War he
was awarded $500,000 by Parliament and
given supreme command of the British army.
He died November 14,1914, from pneumonia,
contracted while on a visit to the Indian
troops who were on the battle front in France.
ROBESPIERRE, rohb spe air', maximil-
ibn mabie isidore (1758-1794), one of the
most prominent of the French revolutionists,
was born at Arras and educated in the College
of Arras and the College of Louis-le-G-rand
at Paris. He practiced law in Arras with
eminent success, and was elected criminal
judge. This posi-
tion, however, he
resigned in a short
time, because he
would not pro-
nounce a death sen-
tence. At this time
he was known as
a man of integrity,
possessed of a kind-
ly nature.
ROBESPIERRE
Robespierre held
and strongly advo-
cated the liberal democratic views so popu-
lar among the French middle classes. In
1789 he was elected deputy to the States-
General, or National Convention; from that
time he was the leader of the radicals in
the convention, and before the close of 1791
he had become the most popular of the revo-
lutionists. In the trial of Louis XYI, he
stood strongly and successfully for the death
sentence. By the help of Danton and his
followers he "brought about the downfall of
the Girondists and later of the followers of
Hebert, who were carrying the Reign of
Terror farther than seemed right to Robe-
spierre. Shortly afterward he caused Dan-
ton to be arrested and guillotined-
RobespierrVs power now seemed to "be
completely established, and the Reign of
Terror was at its height; but although bis
 name more than any other has always been
connected with the Eeign of Terror, his au-
thority was by no means absolute. Robe-
spierre was a theorist, working toward an
ideal state of society, and he felt that the
excesses of the Terror were the only means
by which that state could be established,
His power aroused alarm in the Convention,
a party was formed against him and in July,
1794, he was openly accused of despotism. A
decree of arrest was carried against him, and
he was thrown into Luxembourg prison. He
was released by his keeper on the night of
the same day and was conducted to the Hall
of Commune, where his supporters were col-
lected. On the following day Barras was
sent with an armed force to effect his arrest.
Robespierre's followers deserted him, and he
was guillotined on July 28, 1794, together
with some twenty-three of his supporters.
See french revolution.
BrOB'IN, or, sentimentally, robin red-
breast, is the name given to quite different
songbirds in Europe and America. In Euro-
pean countries the robin is a small thrush,
whose cheerful song is a great favorite and
whose friendly ways make it familiar every-
where.
The American robin is a larger bird, meas-
uring about ten inches from beak to tail,
whose song is not especially fine, but whose
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AMERICAN ROBIN
sociability and friendliness make it a wel-
come visitor. Its plumage is very pretty, the
orange-red breast being conspicuous against

